GATEWAY To Opportunity

Schedule of Events

Tuesday, January 6, 2004,   6:00 - 9:00 p.m.




40 MonDak Exhibitors (Exhibits Open)

6:00 to 7:00 p.m.
Food and Beverage Social featuring MonDak entrepreneurs

7:00 to 9:00 p.m.
Panel Discussion:  Marketing the Lewis & Clark Experience



Eastern Plains Events Center (EPEC), 313 S. Merrill Avenue, Glendive, Montana  




Moderator:  Linda Koncilya, Director, Glendive Chamber of Commerce & Agriculture, and




         Chairman of the Lower Yellowstone Lewis & Clark Regional Committee
Speakers include representatives of:
Terri Thiel, Dickinson Convention and Visitors Bureau


Larry Mires, Fort Peck Interpretive Center         

Clint Blackwood, Lewis & Clark Bicentennial Commission      

Nancy Walker, Montana Superhost Program

Victor Bjornberg, Travel Montana

Wednesday, January 7, 2004,    8:00 a.m.– 5:00 p.m.

8:00  to  8:30 a.m.
Registration at Dawson Community College

8:30  to  11:30 a.m. 
18 classes at Dawson Community College
                 

11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
40 display booths will feature MonDak entrepreneurs and business assistance at EPEC 
11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
Noon Forum and Luncheon at the EPEC, 313 South Merrill Avenue, Glendive, Montana.  
1:45  to  5:00 p.m.
18 classes at Dawson Community College

Forty display booths will feature MonDak entrepreneurs and business assistance at the EPEC.

Topics and Classes for Wednesday, January 7, 2004,  8:30-11:20 a.m. and 1:45-5:00 p.m. 

1.  Value-Added Agriculture/Alternative Crops
Alternative Crops
  
      


Marketing New Food Products
Agri-Tourism Opportunities


 
Montana and North Dakota Ag Grants Programs

Organic/Natural Crops
          
     

Small Fruit Production

2.  Alternative Energy Development
      Ethanol/Biodiesel


 

Hydrogen Energy Development                     

       Small Scale Alternative Energy Sources     

Wind Energy
       Coal Bed Natural Gas

         


                              

3.  Business Skills/Marketing





      How to Start a Business/Records/Legal

              Home-Based Business

      The Essentials of Marketing 



Basics of Grants Writing

      How to Get a Loan




Business Plans
      Leadership Development



Shipping Your Product
4.  Information Technology and E-Commerce





      E-Business:  How Do I Get Started?


On-Line Learning

      Buying and Selling on eBay



Firewalls, SPAM and Safe Computing
      Web Page Development




5.  Recreation and Tourism





      Bed and Breakfasts



             Welcoming Visitors to Our Region

      How to Benefit from Heritage Tourism

             Funding Tourism Infrastructure & Recreation Projects

      Lewis and Clark Bicentennial Opportunities
 
              
6.  Inventions, Ideas and New Products





      Planning for Commercial Success and 


The Innovation Process and Teaming for SBIR

      Shipping Your Project




Patents and Copyrights




      How to Prepare for a Trade Show


Product Packaging and Labeling

Gateway Partners

Action for Eastern Montana

Adams County Development Corporation

Bowman County Job Development Authority

Dawson Community College

Dawson County Economic Development Council

Dunn County Job Development Authority

Eastern Plains JobLINC

Eastern Plains RC&D Area, Inc.

Glendive Chamber of Commerce & Agriculture

Grant-Hettinger Job Development Authority

Great Northern Development Corporation

Mid-Rivers Communications

Montana Cooperative Development Center

Montana-Dakota Utilities Company

Montana Department of Commerce

Montana Job Service Workforce

Montana State University Extension Service

North Dakota State University Extension Service

Prairie West Development

Richland Economic Development

Southeastern Montana Development Corporation
Stark Development Corporation
USDA-Natural Resources Conservation Service

Major Sponsors of Gateway to Opportunity

Platinum: 
Eastern Plains JobLINC



Southwest Economic Developers Partnership Network (North Dakota)

Gold:

Community First Bank



Dawson Community College



Dawson County Economic Development Council



Eastern Plains RC&D Area, Inc.



Glendive Chamber of Commerce and Agriculture



Great Northern Development Corporation



Heritage Bank



Mid-Rivers Communications



Montana Dakota Utilities Company



SouthEastern Montana Development Corporation



Stockman Bank

Silver:

Charley Montana Bed and Breakfast



Montana Department of Commerce



Wells Fargo Bank Montana – Circle 



USDA-Rural Development

Bronze:



Thank you for attending “Gateway To Opportunity!”
Watch for “Gateway To Opportunity” in 2005!
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